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“For a great many people in various countries religion is
gomething which is a part of the fabric of society and
life” (J.R. Hinnells). Critically discuss the above
statement with special reference to the rationale for the
study of world religions.

Drawing examples from current studies of the indigenous
religions of North America and Africa, write a critical
essay ©of the future of the so-called ‘Traditional
Religions of the World’.

Digcugss the claim by some scholars that Hinduism is a
world-denying religious tradition.

Explain the religious and philosophical bases of the
pacifist strand of Buddhism. Comment on its relevance, if
any, for our day and age.

“"In many ways the doctrines of Confucianism and Taocism
complement each other, running side by side like two
powerful streams through all later Chinese thought and
literature, appealing simultaneously to two sides of
Chinese character” (W.T. de Bary). Discuss this above
statement showing the extent in which the two traditiocnal
philosophies continue to shape the thoughts and behaviour
of contemporary Chinese.

Discuss the key doctrines of Islam and indicate the
aspects that militate against the forging of harmonious
relations between Muslims and Christians. Briefly cutline
a model of interfaith relations which could help foster
amicable relations between Muslims and Christians in
Africa.

*The Baha’i Faith upholds the unity of God, recognizes

the unity of His prophets, and inculcates the principle

of the oneness and wholeness of the entire human race”

(SHOGHI EFFENDI). Explain this statement indicating the
continuities and discontinuities between the Bahai’i
Faith and other religions of the world.

“Religion is a two-edged sword which can cut either way
with serious consequences. It is a powerful and delicate
phenomenon which needs to be handled with utmost care”
{(FJ.I. Omeregbe). Discuss this assertion, drawing specific
examples from at least three religicus traditions.



