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ALL QUESTIONS ARE WORTH 25 MARKS

INSTRUCTIONS
a. Answer four (4) questions in all.
b. All questions require that in your answers you make references to relevant
portions of the Old Testament texts we have studied in this course.
c. Questions 6 and 8 specifically require that you refer closely to the relevant texts
that have been attached for you.
d. Write in clear and grammatically correct sentences.

DO NOT OPEN THIS QUESTION PAPER UNTIL THE INVIGILATOR GIVES
YOU PERMISSION TO DO SO



TRS 200 Supplementary Exam July 2011

Question 1
Analyse the model of composition of the Old Testament as offered by Flanders et al

(1996).
Question 2
Define the Following methods of biblical interpretation:
Narrative criticism
Canonical criticism
Rhetorical criticism
Ideological criticism
Sociological criticism.
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Question 3

Identify and discuss the components of patriarchal religion as reflected in Genesis 12-50.

Question 4

Discuss the two types of legislation contained in the book of Exodus.

Question 5

Comment on the literary narrative and features of the book of Judges.

Question 6

Analyse 2 Samuel 11 in terms of its assessment of David’s reign.

Question 7
How do you explain that the northern kingdom failed to create a perpetual dynasty?

Question 8
What do you would have happened if Rehoboam had granted the request of the elders of

the nation to review the policies of his father Solomon?

Question 9
Identify and discuss the theological themes of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Question 10

Discuss the distinct emphases of the two books of Chronicles.
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Attachment for Question 6
2 Samuel 11

11In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab
with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged
Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking
about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing;
the woman was very beautiful. 3David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It
was reported, ‘This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” *So
David sent messengers to fetch her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now
she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. SThe
woman conceived; and she sent and told David, ‘I am pregnant.’

6 So David sent word to Joab, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to
David. "When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and
how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, ‘Go down to your house, and
wash your feet.” Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present
from the king. °But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all the
servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. °When they told David,
‘Uriah did not go down to his house’, David said to Uriah, ‘You have just come from a
journey. Why did you not go down to your house?’ *'Uriah said to David, ‘The ark
and Israel and Judah remain in booths;™ and my lord Joab and the servants of my
lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink,
and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a
thing.’ 1*Then David said to Uriah, ‘Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send
you back.’ So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, *David invited
him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he
went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to
his house.

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. **In
the letter he wrote, ‘Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw
.k from him, so that he may be struck down and die.’ °As Joab was besieging the
city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant warriors. *’The
men of the city came out and fought with Joab; and some of the servants of David
among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite was killed as well. **Then Joab sent and told
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David all the neWs about the fighting; **and he instructed the messenger, *When you
have finished telling the king all the news about the fighting, °then, if the king'’s
anger rises, and if he says to you, "Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did you
not know that they would shoot from the wall? 2*Who killed Abimelech son of
Jerubbaal?™ Did not a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that
he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?” then you shall say, “Your
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead too.” ’

22 So the messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to
tell. 2*The messenger said to David, *The men gained an advantage over us, and
came out against us in the field; but we drove them back to the entrance of the
gate. **Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall; some of the king’s
servants are dead; and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’ **David said to
the messenger, ‘Thus you shall say to Joab, “Do not let this matter trouble you, for
the sword devours now one and now another; press your attack on the city, and
overthrow it.” And encourage him.’

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation
for him. When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house,
and she became his wife, and bore him a son.

But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD,
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Attachment for Question 8
1Kings 12

12Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him
king. *When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in Egypt, where he
had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from” Egypt. *And they sent
and called him; and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said to
Rehoboam, “Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard
service of your father and his heavy yoke that he placed on us, and we will serve
you.’ °He said to them, ‘Go away for three days, then come agéin to me.” So the
people went away.

6 Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older men who had attended his father
Solomon while he was still alive, saying, ‘How do you advise me to answer this
people?’ "They answered him, ‘If you will be a servant to this people today and serve
them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be your
servants for ever.’ ®But he disregarded the advice that the older men gave him, and
consulted the young men who had grown up with him and now attended him. °He
~said to them, ‘What do you advise that we answer this people who have said to me,
“Lighten the yoke that your father put an us”?’ ®The young men who had grown up
with him said to him, ‘Thus you should say to this people who spoke to you, “Your
father made our yoke heavy, but you must lighten it for us”; thus you should say to
them, “My little finger is thicker than my father’s loins. **Now, whereas my father
laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with
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whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king
had said, ‘*Come to me again on the third day.” *The king answered the people
harshly. He disregarded the advice that the older men had given him **and spoke to
them according to the advice of the young men, ‘My father made your yoke heavy,
but I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline
you with scorpions.’ 1So the king did not listen to the people, because it was a turn
of affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfil his word, which the LorD had
spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.

1



16 When all Israel saw that the king would not listen to them, the people answered
the king,
‘What share do we have in David?

We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.
To your tents, O Israel!

Look now to your own house, O David.’
So Israel went away to their tents. ’But Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites who
were living in the towns of Judah. *When King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was
taskmaster over the forced labour, all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam
then hurriedly mounted his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. °So Israel has been in
rebellion against the house of David to this day.

20 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to
the assembly and made him king over all Israel. There was no one who followed the
house of David, except the tribe of Judah alone.

21 When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah and
the tribe of Benjamin, one hundred and eighty thousand chosen troops to fight
against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam son of Solomon.
22gut the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God: 23Say to King Rehoboam
of Judah, son of Solomon, and to all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the
rest of the people, **Thus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fight against your
kindred the people of Israel. Let everyone go home, for this thing is from me.’ So
they heeded the word of the LorD and went home again, according to the word of
the LORD.

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and resided there;
he went out from there and built Penuel. 2Then Jeroboam said to himself, ‘Now the
kingdom may well revert to the house of David. ?’If this people continues to go up to
offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, the heart of this people will
turn again to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah; they will kill me and return to
King Rehoboam of Judah.’ #8So the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold.
He said to the people,” ‘You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Here are your
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.’ *He set one in Bethel,
and the other he put in Dan. *And this thing became a sin, for the people went to
worship before the one at Bethel and before the other as far as Dan.” 3'He also made
houses™ on high places, and appointed priests from among all the people, who were
not Levites. 32Jeroboam appointed a festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month
like the festival that was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices on the altar; so he did in
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Bethel, sacrificin(g to the calves that he had made. And he placed in Bethel the
priests of the high places that he had made. 3*He went up to the altar that he had
made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month that he alone
had prescribed; he appointed a festival for the people of Israel, and he went up to
the altar to offer incense.



