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TRS 201 Studies in the Old Testament II (M), May 2011

1.

9.

Describe the socio-political setting of the book of Amos in order to show the
relevance of the prophet’s message to its historical context. [25]

Analyse the merits of the prophetic advice of Isaiah of Jerusalem to King Ahaz as
outlined in Isaiah 7. [25]

Explain Jeremiah’s theological critique of the state of Jewish religious piety as
recorded in Jeremiah 7. [25]

What is religious formalism? Demonstrate how this portrayed and denounced in
the messages contained in two prophetic books of your choice. [25]

. Discuss significant aspects of the theological polemic against idolatry presented in

the book of Second Isaiah. [25]
What do you think is the scriptural value of the book of Songs of Solomon? [25]

Identify and discuss internal evidence in the book of Proverbs that demonstrates
the family context of Jewish wisdom. [25]

“The book of Job represents a crisis of faith”. Discuss this proposition with
reference to relevant aspects of the contents of the book.

Analyse the book of Jonah as a satire. [25]

10. Identify and explain the historical improbabilities contained in the book of Daniel.

) [25]
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TRS 201 Main Exam May 2011: Attachments for questions 2 and 3

Isaiah 7

1In the days of Ahaz son of Jotham son of Uzziah, king of Judah, King Rezin of Aram
and King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel went up to attack Jerusalem, but could not
mount an attack against it. “When the house of David heard that Aram had allied itself
with Ephraim, the heart of Ahaz™ and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the
forest shake before the wind.

3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, Go out to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub,” at
the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Fuller’s Field, *and say to
him, Take heed, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these
two smouldering stumps of firebrands, because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram
and the son of Remaliah. *Because Aram—with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah—has
plotted evil against you, saying, SLet us go up against Judah and cut off J erusalem” and
conquer it for ourselves and make the son of Tabeel king in it; 'therefore thus says the
Lord Gob:
It shall not stand,

and it shall not come to pass.
8 For the head of Aram is Damascus,

and the head of Damascus is Rezin.

(Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered, no longer a people.)
% The head of Ephraim is Samaria, )

and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah.
If you do not stand firm in faith,

you shall not stand at all.

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, '' Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. ?But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the
LORD to the test. *Then Isaiah” said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you
to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Look, the young woman" is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name
him Immanuel.” "He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good. '®For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose
the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. '"The LORD
will bring on you and on your people and on your ancestral house such days as have not
come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.’



18 On that day the LORD will whistle for the fly that is at the sources of the streams of
Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. ’And they will all come and settle in
the steep ravines, and in the clefts of the rocks, and on all the thom bushes, and on all the
pastures.

20 On that day the Lord will shave with a razor hired beyond the River—with the king of
Assyria—the head and the hair of the feet, and it will take off the beard as well.

21 On that day one will keep alive a young cow and two sheep, 22and will eat curds
because of the abundance of milk that they give; for everyone that is left in the land shall
eat curds and honey.

23 On that day every place where there used to be a thousand vines, worth a thousand
shekels of silver, will become briers and thorns. 2*With bow and arrows one will go there,
for all the land will be briers and thoms; 2°and as for all the hills that used to be hoed with
a hoe, you will not go there for fear of briers and thorns; but they will become a place
where cattle are let loose and where sheep tread.

Jeremiah 7

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house,
and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear.the word of the LORD, all you people of
Judah, you that enter these gates to worship the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, and let me dwell with you” in this
place. “Do not trust in these deceptive words: “This is’ the temple of the LORD, the temple
of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.’

5 For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly one with
another, ®if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent
blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own hurt, "then I will
dwell with you in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your ancestors for ever and
ever.

8 Here you are, trusting in deceptive words to no avail. *Will you steal, murder, commit

adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not
known, '’and then come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name,

and say, ‘We are safe!”—only to go on doing all these abominations? ''Has this house,
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which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your sight? You know, I too am
watching, says the LORD. '2Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my
name dwell at first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. And
now, because you have done all these things, says the LORD, and when I spoke to you
persistently, you did not listen, and when I called you, you did not answer, '*therefore I
will do to the house that is called by my name, in which you trust, and to the place that I
gave to you and to your ancestors, just what I did to Shiloh. '*And I will cast you out of
my sight, just as I cast out all your kinsfolk, all the offspring of Ephraim.

16 As for you, do not pray for this people, do not raise a cry or prayer on their behalf, and
do not intercede with me, for I will not hear you. ''Do you not see what they are doing in
the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? "®The children gather wood, the
fathers kindle fire, and the women knead dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven,;
and they pour out drink-offerings to other gods, to provoke me to anger. "Is it I whom
they provoke? says the LORD. Is it not themselves, to their own hurt? *'Therefore thus
says the Lord GOD: My anger and my wrath shall be poured out on this place, on human
beings and animals, on the trees of the field and the fruit of the ground; it will burn and
not be quenched.

21 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Add your burnt-offerings to your
sacrifices, and eat the flesh. *For on the day that I brought your ancestors out of the land
of Egypt, I did not speak to them or command them concerning burnt-offerings and
sacrifices. *’But this command I gave them, ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and
you shall be my people; and walk only in the way that I command you, so that it may be
well with you.” **Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but, in the stubbornness of
their evil will, they walked in their own counsels, and looked backwards rather than
forwards. **From the day that your ancestors came out of the land of Egypt until this day,
I have persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day; *“yet they did

not listen to me, or pay attention, but they stiffened their necks. They did worse than their
ancestors did.

27 So you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you. You shall
call to them, but they will not answer you. **You shall say to them: This is the nation that
did not obey the voice of the LORD their God, and did not accept discipline; truth has
perished; it is cut off from their lips.
% Cut off your hair and throw it away;

raise a lamentation on the bare heights,”
for the LORD has rejected and forsaken

the generation that provoked his wrath.



30 For the people of Judah have done evil in my sight, says the LORD; they have set their
abominations in the house that is called by my name, defiling it. *' And they go on
building the high place” of Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn
their sons and their daughters in the fire—which I did not command, nor did it come into
my mind. **Therefore, the days are surely coming, says the LORD, when it will no more
be called Topheth, or the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of Slaughter: for
they will bury in Topheth until there is no more room. **The corpses of this people will
be food for the birds of the air, and for the animals of the earth; and no one will frighten
them away. **And I will bring to an end the sound of mirth and gladness, the voice of the
bride and bridegroom in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; for the land
shall become a waste.
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